[image: ]
image1.png
SHAVUOS 1978
Why is it that the Rabbis always have us read the Torah portion, Bamidbar, before the
holiday of Shavuos, the holiday upon which we received the Torah? Also, why in the
Torah portion does it keep saying the father's house, the house of the father when
it counts the people? It should just have said so many people to each tribe, how
many people to the father's house, to the tribe, etc. This teaches that before the
Jewish people were worthy of receiving the Torah they had to have families. Families
are the basis of everything. Without it the Torah could not work. There is even a
day called Yom Kameyuchas in which all the families were enumerated and everyone
showed how he belonged to a family. The reason it says house of the father is that
the families were complete families. The head of the household was the father. He was
not absent. This is necessary because families that are headed just by mothers are not
effective. In our day we see this in those groups that have only mother headed families
without a father the children are not raised with the same moral values, etc. It's very
difficult just for a mother alome to raise a family. In the animal world the mother
basically raises the family not the father. He has nothing to do with them. We, though,
are not animals, When a child is born it is a part of the mother and only very remotely
of the father. He does not have the same ties to it that the mother does usually.
Therefore, a certain amount of self abnegation is required of a father. He is willing
to sacrifice his own pleasure for the baby. In our day this desire to postpone self
gratification for the sake of a family is diminishing. Many fathers run away. This
is a big social problem in this country. An immediate self gratification is stressed
in our day. The pleasure that comes from raising a family is not as obvious nor is
it as instantaneous. It is also spiritual not physical. This is what is required before
the people can accept the Torah, postponement of immediate sense gratification for

long term lasting spiritual satisfaction.




